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Three Required Qualifications

• Ancient Literary Competence

• Theological Comprehension

• Historical Criticism



What is (ancient) historiography like? 
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Kings of Israel or Judah mentioned in Assyrian sources (sampling only)



ANE rulers mentioned in the Bible (sampling only):
From Egypt:
Shishak (Shoshenq I)
Necho II
From Aram Damascus:
Hazael
Ben-Hadad I, II, and III
Rezin
From Moab:
Mesha
From Assyria:
Tiglath-pileser III (called Pul) 
Shalmaneser V
Sargon II 
Sennacherib
Esarhaddon
From Babylon:
Nebucadnezzar II



The point of this far from exhaustive sampling is this: 
wherever archaeological inscriptional evidence is 
available, comparison of the biblical and extra-
biblical data tends to confirm that the Bible is correct 
with respect to the names, sequence, and time-
frame of its kings and, indeed, of the kings of its 
neighbors, when named.

So what?
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“First, the text is reasonably accurate about the 
framework.  From the mid-ninth century all kings attested 
in external sources are not only found in the biblical text, 
but they are found in the same sequence and even the 
approximate chronological period.”

“Secondly, we can have little prima facie confidence in 
the details.  Sometimes they seem accurate, but at other 
times they are demonstrably misleading or wholly 
inaccurate and perhaps even completely invented.”

Grabbe’s two results from 
his comparative experiment



his son’s 





2 Kgs 3:9 So the king of Israel, the king of Judah, and 
the king of Edom set out; and when they had made a 
roundabout march of seven days, there was no water for 
the army or for the animals that were with them. 

2 Kgs 8:20 In his days Edom revolted against the rule of 
Judah, and set up a king of their own.  21 Then Joram 
crossed over to Zair with all his chariots. He set out by 
night and attacked the Edomites and their chariot 
commanders who had surrounded him; but his army fled 
home.  22 So Edom has been in revolt against the rule of 
Judah to this day. Libnah also revolted at the same time. 

1 Kgs 22:47 There was no king in Edom; a deputy was 
king.  

An incorrect detail in 2 Kings 3?
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